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Epiphany of the Lord
January 7, 2018

Mary, the Holy Mother of God

PARTNERS IN THE

PROMISE
As a society, during these days we can be in
something of a “postpartum” depression. Our
celebrations of Christmas and the New Year are over, and
after today many of us will put away the decorations and
the last visible remnants of the celebrations of the past
weeks. The apostle Paul today uses the expression
“partners in the promise.” This is an uplifting phrase for
us to reflect upon, and to think of as our own calling in
these days following the birth of the Lord. What is this
promise? We can find it in the gifts the magi bring: it is a
promise of being a royal priesthood (gold), a holy nation
(frankincense), a people set apart for self-giving (myrrh).
We find more of the promise in Isaiah—a light shines
upon us! In the psalm we know a promise of a world of
flowering justice, profound peace, the poor rescued, pity
for the lowly and the poor. This is the promise; and one
of the best ways for us to lift ourselves out of any possible
low spirits we may be suffering is to live out our
partnership in this promise each and every day.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Mass Schedule
Sat/Sun: 4:30 PM/ 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM Sp.
Daily Mass:

Mon to Sat: 9:00 AM

Adoration:

Mon to Fri: 9:45 – 12:00 PM

Reconciliation: Sat: 3:30-4:15 and app’t.
OFFICE HOURS: 10-4:30 Mon-Thurs

EMAIL:

office@stfrancisblairsville.com

PHONE:

706-745-6400

Pastor: Rev. Juan Areiza, Pastor
Priest in Residence: Fr. Richard Wise
Deacons: Dcn. Larry Casey, Dcn. Paul Dietz,
Dcn. John McGuire, Dcn. John Barone

Secret Plan
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6

Mary, the Holy Mother of God

The birth of Jesus became the worst kept secret in the
history of the world. All along, people knew God had a
plan. God had told everyone from Adam and Eve, to
Abraham and Sara, to Moses and Miriam, to David and
Bathsheba, to Hosea and Gomer, to Mary and Joseph that
there was a plan. Nobody fully understood it. Nobody
knew how God would bring the plan to fulfillment. But
they all believed. They had seen God work mighty deeds
in their lives, and they believed that one day the promise
of redemption would be fulfilled.
Jesus was God’s secret. When Jesus was born in humble
surroundings outside of royalty and pageantry, only a
handful of people even began to realize what God had
done.
But the secret got out. Angels appeared in the sky.
Shepherds showed up. And Magi traveled from a faraway
land. Everyone was finding out God’s two great surprises:
Jesus was born as the promised Messiah, and he came not
just for his own race, but for all the people of the world.
The Letter to the Ephesians says, God’s mystery “was not
made known to people in other generations as it has now
been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit.” Jesus was born, and he came to save each of us, no
matter what family we came from, what we believed, or
how we behaved. The mystery of God’s love is open now
to the whole world. That is the epiphany, the revelation
of God’s secret.
Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, Resource Publications, Inc.

Mass Intentions

First Week of Ordinary Time
January 7-13, 2018
Sat/Sun
4:30p
8:30a
11:00a

Jan 6/7


James J. Bonsey



Joanne Scoma

Tues Jan 9
9:00

(Marilyn/Gerry Reny)

Rita/Richard Hyer



(Dick Hyer)

Priest’s Intention

Thu Jan 11
9:00

Charles Bauer, Sr.



(Stephen/Mary Smith)




Wed Jan 10 
9:00 


Joseph Bauer
(Stephen/Mary Smith)

Deceased Knights

Jerry Albers
(Dorothy Albers)

Fri Jan 12
9:00
Sat Jan 13
9:00
4:30




L

Climb the
Sycamore Tree

(Debi Spriggs)

1:00p
Mon Jan 8
9:00

Upcoming

Herschel Brown
(Jim Brown)

Betty Brown

Holy Listening
(First and third Tuesdays)

As Zacchaeus was trying to see
Jesus (Luke 19: 1-10) so do we in
our everyday lives. Come and
climb the Sycamore Tree on the
1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month
after Mass for an hour of quiet,
reflective time, seeking to “see
Jesus” in the midst of our
everyday activities.
We will
gather in prayer and share briefly
one incident that happened in the
past 2 weeks while the others
listen to you attentively and to
God for a word or phrase to give
to you afterwards. This is done is
a quiet prayerful atmosphere.
Bring a small notebook to write
you word/phrase gift down. Our
first meeting with be on Tuesday,
Jan. 23, 2018 in Marian Hall. This
will be facilitated by Elizabeth
Uhle.

(Debi Spriggs)

Feast Days this week:
Mon Jan 8: Baptism of the Lord
Sat Jan 13: St. Hillary, Bishop & Doctor
of the Church
Gentleness

Feelings are everywhere. Be gentle.

Italian Dinner
(Jan 20th at 6 pm)

You may wish you were in Italy right
now, but in the meantime, enjoy a
taste of Italy at the Knights of
Columbus Italian Dinner. The guys
may even sing “when the moon hits
your eyes like a big pizza pie…” Family
and friends welcome ($13, 2/$25).
Tickets available after Masses.

Blood Drive
(Feb 3rd, 12-5)

Don’t be queasy. Roll up your sleeve.
The Red Cross and the Knight of
Columbus are sponsoring a blood
drive right here at St. Francis. Be a lifegiver! Sign up at the information table
at church.

Grow in Your Faith
Make good use of this down time and
this lousy weather by growing in your
faith. Check out:
•
•
•

(Jim Brown)

Penny Voissem

Sooner than You Think

God rest their souls.
• Gerald (Jerry) Albers
Dec 31, 2017 (Funeral 1/6/17)
• Marianne Shaputis
Jan 5, 2018 (Funeral later)

Please Pray: Parishioner Jo
Schilling sustained a spinal cord
injury in a fall while stepping out
of her RV in Blairsville. She faces
neck surgery and extensive rehab.
Pray also for her husband, Max,
who has been cared for by Jo.

•

•
•

Revelation Bible Study resumes
this Monday.
Book Club on Tuesday, discussing
God or Nothing by Robert Cardinal
Sarah
Sisters in Faith on Friday, Jan 12
from 10-12:30. Topic is New
Beginnings - how do we have a
conversion of heart each day.
Bible Chat resumes on Sunday
morning at 9:45. Bible and the
Sacraments - Sacrament of
Marriage this week; Sacrament of
Holy Orders next Sunday.
Mom's Group will begin meeting
again on Tuesday, Jan. 16 at
10. Child care is available.
Holy Listening will begin on
Tuesday, Jan. 23. Gather to pray
and listen to God.

Parish Directory: Fr. Juan: pastor@stfrancisblairsville.com  Office: office@stfrancisblairsville.com, finances@stfrancisblairsville.com  Joe:
dre@stfrancisblairsville.com, Colleen: adultformation@stfrancisblairsville.com Marianne: music@stfrancisblairsville.com
Mary: pastoralassistant@stfrancisblairsville.com
FAX: 706.745.1468

More

Spiritual Companioning
Are you seeking a deeper
relationship with God? Do you
want to know God better? Do you
want to become more aware of
God’s Loving Presence in your
daily life? Do you want to know
how to pray or try different
methods of prayer? Spiritual
Direction or Companioning, which
usually happens during monthly
one-on-one
confidential
conversations
with
your
companion/director, may be able
to assist you in such a relationship.
For more information, please call
Elizabeth Uhle, OCDS (Secular
Carmelite)
is
a
spiritual
companion/director,
706-7456636 in Blairsville, GA.

Living Flame of
the Sanctuary
Light
burns this week for the
intentions of

Liz Ordiales
by

Lea Alexander

Stewardship Report
Dec 31, 2017
First Collection

$8349.00
Second Collection
none

And finally

Epifanía del Señor

Women’s Guild ‘White
Elephant” Gift Swap

PARTICIPANTES EN
LA PROMESA

(Tuesday, January 16 @ 10:00)

Ladies! Join us for fellowship
and fun at our January
meeting. We will have a
“white elephant” gift swap.
This is your chance to regift! In
Marian
Hall.
Questions?
Joanne at: 770-337-2280.

Las celebraciones de Navidad
y Año Nuevo se han terminado, y después de
hoy Día de los Reyes Magos, muchos de
nosotros guardaremos las decoraciones y los
últimos vestigios de las celebraciones de las

Fr. Juan’s Birthday

semanas pasadas. El apóstol Pablo usa la

(January 21)

expresión “participantes de la promesa”. Esta

Thirty-seven. Yup. Our singing
pastor celebrates his birthday,
January 21st. We will have
birthday cake and coffee after
the Sunday Masses, cake
Saturday evening at the Italian
Dinner. And we’ll sing Happy
Birthday. Maybe there will be
9,000 views on facebook like
his “O, Holy Night” rendition on
Christmas eve. Maybe not.
Happy birthday Father Juan!

es una frase digna de reflexionar, y de pensar

Church Volunteers
Needed

mundo en donde florece la justicia, la paz

Getting a little bored with
this
relentless
cold
weather? Come to church!
We need help in these
areas:
•
•
•
•

Pro Life Ministry
Library
Pew material
maintenance
A little cleaning

Call the office: 706.745.6400

que es nuestro llamado en estos días después
del nacimiento del Señor. ¿Cuál es esta
promesa?

Podemos

encontrarla

en

los

regalos que traen los magos: la promesa de
ser un sacerdocio real (oro), una nación santa
(incienso), un pueblo escogido para dar de sí
(mirra). Encontramos otro aspecto de la
promesa en Isaías -¡una luz que nos alumbra!
En el salmo encontramos la promesa de un
profunda, los pobres rescatados, piedad para
los humildes y los pobres. Esta es la promesa;
y una de las mejores maneras de continuar el
espíritu de generosidad navideña es vivir día
a día nuestra parte como participantes en
esta promesa. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Anuncios
Emergencia Sacramental: Si usted tiene alguna
emergencia sacramental en la que se necesite
la asistencia del sacerdote para la
extremaunción (peligro de muerte) por favor

Next week
Georgia Bulletin

Parish website:
www.stfrancisblairsville.com
Parish facebook:
www.facebook.com/sfablairsville

comuníquese al
706-837-2962.

706-745-6400. Fr. Wise:

