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Change our Lives
In today’s first reading, Jonah, sent by God to
warn the people, storms through Nineveh, frightening
the citizens out of their wits. It works! They repent before
Jonah makes his way through a third of the city, and God
sees “by their actions” how they have turned from evil.
Then we hear Paul telling the Corinthians that
“the world in its present form is passing away.” He calls
for a change of heart. He stops short of telling them to
set aside their everyday lives, but still he urges them—
rather mysteriously—to live as though they aren’t doing
the things they’re doing.
Finally, Jesus stands on the shore and cries, “The
kingdom of God is at hand!” The apostles-to-be abandon
their nets and follow him. Thus, in all the readings we
hear an invitation to a radical and immediate change in
our lives. © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Worship at St. Francis of Assisi
Mass Schedule
Sat/Sun: 4:30 PM/ 8:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 1:00 PM Sp.
Daily Mass:

Mon to Sat: 9:00 AM

Adoration:

Mon to Fri: 9:45 – 12:00 PM

Reconciliation: Sat: 3:30-4:15 or by appointment

OFFICE HOURS: 10-4:30 Mon-Thurs
EMAIL:

office@stfrancisblairsville.com

PHONE:

706-745-6400

Pastor: Rev. Juan Areiza, Pastor
Priest in Residence: Fr. Richard Wise
Deacons: Dcn. Larry Casey, Dcn. Paul Dietz,
Dcn. John McGuire, Dcn. John Barone

The soul cannot live without love.
St. Francis de Sales, Feast January 24th
Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Waiting for the End
St. Paul was wrong about one thing. He thought the
world was coming to an end rather quickly. It’s
nearly 2,000 years later, and we’re still waiting.
But he was right about this: A good Christian lives as
if the end were coming soon. We should live every
day as if it were our last, ready to greet Christ when
he comes again. After all, we don’t really know when
that might be.
Paul’s advice sounds a little odd: If you’re married,
act like you’re not. If you’re crying, don’t. If you’re
rejoicing, stop. On the surface it doesn’t make much
sense. But Paul’s point is that we should have other
concerns. “The world in its present form is passing
away.” So, don’t put all your time, effort and
emotions into it. Think about the things of the next
world. Do the things that will please God.
In truth, most of us act as though we’ll live forever.
We buy and hoard. We roam from one emotional
relationship to another. Paul would have us settle
our hearts on other things. Make the world more
livable for someone else. As we wait for the end,
we take the world in stride. So what if the weather
is bad, the car won’t start, or the kid next door
dyed his hair green? The world in its present form is
passing away. Written by Paul Turner. Copyright © 2008, Resource
Publications, Inc

.

Mass Intentions

Third Week of Ordinary Time
January 21-27, 2018
Sat/Sun
Jan 20/21
4:30p

People of St. Francis
of Assisi Parish

New Faith Opportunities for You!
day

time

Tue/23

10: 00a

Catholic Moms Group – monthly breakfast and
gathering for moms. Get to know and enjoy the
company of other moms in the parish. Help needed
in kitchen and with childcare.

Tues/23

9:45 a

Holy Listening – Sharing, listening, responding, and
growing with each other in Christ. Gathers twice a
month in Marian Hall. Sign up in church! Bring a
small notebook to record reflections.

Thu/25

10:00 a

Bereavement Breakfast – Come for breakfast to give
support and receive support after your significant
loss. It is a great sharing opportunity. Marian Hall, as
usual.

Mon
Feb 19

10:00 a
7:00 p

Lenten Bible Study 1 - Wisdom Books concentrate on
daily human experience: how is life to be lived? It is
never too late to gain wisdom, right? Job, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Wisdom, and Sirach (Ecclesiasticus).

Thu
Feb 22

7:00 p

Lenten Bible Study 2– ‘Unlocking the Mystery of the
Bible’, an introduction class on how to read the
Bible, Bible history and more. 8 weeks, morning class
possible, too.

Ongoing

Spiritual Companioning – Do you want to know God
better? To improve your prayer life? Consider
Spiritual Companionship (Direction) through monthly
conversations with a spiritual director. Call Elizabeth
at 706-745-6636 for more information.
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(Special Intentions)

People of St, Francis
of Assisi Parish

1:00p
Mon Jan 22
9:00
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Fri Jan 26
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Andy Denny

growing in faith and fellowship

(Pat Denny)
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Barbara Gruensteidl
Leaders of America

Saints of the Week:
Wed Jan 24: St. Francis de Sales
Thurs Jan 25: Conversion of St. Paul

January 14, 2018
First Collection:
$7371.00
Second Collection $1777.00
(Georgia Bulletin)
Next Week:
Archdiocesan Hispanic Ministry

Joanne (Jo) Schilling
Paul Van Scoten
Cathleen Gallagher
Those who have lost
loved ones over the
holidays
 the unborn

Parish Mission Statement: Grounded in the gospel of faith, bonded as a Catholic Eucharistic Community, committed
to walk as Jesus did, united we reach out to one another in love, extend our hand to all in need, and worship in a
spirit of reverence and celebration.

Parish Directory: Fr. Juan: pastor@stfrancisblairsville.com  Office: office@stfrancisblairsville.com, finances@stfrancisblairsville.com  Joe:
dre@stfrancisblairsville.com, Colleen: adultformation@stfrancisblairsville.com Marianne: music@stfrancisblairsville.com
Mary: pastoralassistant@stfrancisblairsville.com
FAX: 706.745.1468

More

Special Day of Prayer
Monday, January 22 is the day
we pray especially for the unborn.
Called “Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn
Children,” how about going to
Mass Monday and pray that the
unborn are given LIFE!

Greeters Needed
If you have a friendly smile, our
parish would love to let you use it
as a door greeter. Please sign up
at the information table in the
vestibule – 8:30 and 11:00 Masses
especially need smiles at the door!

Remembering our
Deceased with a Mass
If you hear someone say, “I’m
having a Mass said for (name)”
this person knows the power of
offering a Mass for a deceased
family member of friend. The
Mass is our ultimate prayer –with
the mystical Body of Christ
present. Call the parish office to
schedule a Mass for a deceased
love one or for a special intention.
You both will be glad you did!

Burial of Terry Reuter
Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2018, the
cremains of Terry Reuter will be
placed in Woodland South
Cemetery in Miami, Florida
following a Memorial Mass in the
church of Mother of Christ
Catholic Church.

Video Series on Saints

The pivotal players in church
history who also shaped western
civilization all have ST. now
prefacing their name. Join the
first transformer – our own St.
Francis of Assisi in a Bishop Barron
presentation Sundays from 9:4510:45 in Rm 11. See who the real
heroes are!

And finally

Tercer Domingo del
Tiempo Ordinario

Overcoming Grief
Suggestion 2
Take time to let go
One of the most difficult human
experiences is letting go. Yet from
birth to death, life is a series of
letting go-sometimes temporarily;
sometimes permanently.
Letting go reminds us that we are
not in control of life, but that we
need to accept what we cannot
control. So often we try to play
God because it can be so painful to
be human, especially in the face of
death. Letting go means adjusting
to a new reality in which the
deceased is no longer present. And
yet, many bereaved continue to
believe that their loved one has not
really died, that life hasn’t really
changed. Everything in the house is
left as it used to be. They seem to
live for the deceased, not for
themselves.
Letting go takes place when the
”we” becomes “I,” when we are
able to substitute the memories of
the deceased for their physical
presence, when we are able to
change patterns in our lives and in
our environment.
Letting go occurs when we are able
to endure and accept the feelingsanger,
guilt,
fear,
sadness,
depression or whatever - that
accompany the death. Letting go
occurs when we are able to
tolerate the helplessness and
insecurity, when we are willing to
face the fears, to wait, trust and
hope again. St. Paul assures us, “We
are afflicted, but not crushed;
perplexed, but not driven to
despair”
(1
Cor
4:
8-10).
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Cambiemos
Nuestras Vidas
En la primera lectura de hoy, Jonás,
enviado por Dios a dar advertencia al
pueblo, atraviesa Nínive como un huracán,
asustando grandemente a los ciudadanos.
¡Y funcionó! Ellos se arrepienten antes de
que Jonás cruzara menos de la tercera
parte de la ciudad, y Dios ve “por sus
obras” que se han arrepentido del mal.
Luego oímos a Pablo que le dice a los
corintios que “este mundo que vemos es
pasajero”. El les hace un llamado al cambio
de corazón. Aunque no llega a decirles que
cambien su vida cotidiana, sí les insta -un
tanto misteriosamente- a vivir como si no
hicieran lo que hacen de costumbre.
Finalmente, Jesús se detiene a la orilla del
lago y grita, “¡El reino de Dios ya está
cerca!” Los futuros apóstoles abandonan
sus redes y le siguen. Así es que en todas las
lecturas oímos una invitación a un cambio
inmediato y radical de nuestras vidas.
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

Anuncios
Emergencia Sacramental: Si usted tiene
alguna emergencia sacramental en la que
se necesite la asistencia del sacerdote para
la extremaunción (peligro de muerte) por
favor comuníquese al 706-745-6400.

LOS SANTOS Y OTRAS OBSERVANCIAS
Lunes: Día de penitencia por violaciones
contra la dignidad de la persona humana
que ocurren por actos de aborto
Martes: San Francisco de Sales
Miércoles: La Conversión de San Pablo
Apóstol
Parish website:
www.stfrancisblairsville.com
Parish facebook:
www.facebook.com/sfablairsville

